
 BENEFITS OF JOINING 
GLOUCESTERSHIRE BEEKEEPERS’ 

ASSOCIATION 
 
 

• Freedom to attend any Branch meeting of 

Gloucestershire Beekeepers 

• Opportunity to visit other apiaries 

• Up to date information about the state of 

beekeeping in your area 

• Receive BBKA News twelve times a year  

• Bee Diseases Insurance for up to 3 hives 

with the option to increase cover at low 

extra cost 

• The opportunity to buy and sell 

equipment at Gloucestershire’s annual 

bee auction 

• Access to branch purchase schemes to 

buy beekeeping items at discounted 

prices 

• Third Party liability insurance up to 

£10,000,000 

 

• Representation via Gloucestershire 
Beekeepers Association and The 
British Beekeepers Association on 
National and International beekeeping 
committees 

 

• Attending the annual Midland and 
South West County Convention at 
different locations in five counties 

 

• The opportunity to attend the BBKA 
Spring Convention in April – 
considered to be Europe’s biggest 
national beekeeping event – where 
there is something for everyone, 
expert, improver, beginner and non-
beekeeper. 

 

 
 
 

 

WELCOME TO THE 
CHELTENHAM & GLOUCESTER 

BRANCH OF THE 

GLOUCESTERSHIRE 
BEEKEEPERS’ ASSOCIATION 

Charity no 263712 
 
 

 
 
 

For anyone interested in beekeeping; who is 
taking the course of lectures; learning along 
with others with ‘Hands-on Training’; or 
getting a hive and bees themselves and 
having a mentor. 



Welcome to the fascinating world of the honey bee. 
 
Did you know that, to make a pound of honey, these 
extremely hard working, clever little creatures, fly 
approximately 55,000 miles gathering nectar? That is 
the equivalent of flying more than twice around the 
world. 
 
Fortunately, bees don’t fly that far from the hive and 
they cannot do all that work individually. During the 
summer, a strong colony will contain up to 60,000 
honey bees. 
 
Bees are a vital source of pollination for orchards, 
allotments, vegetable gardens and farms, 
contributing many millions of pounds to the British 
economy.  
 
Honey is known as the food of the gods and was a 
great favourite of the pharaohs. Before the discovery 
of sugar, it was our only sweetener. It has medicinal 
properties. Other natural products that can be 
collected from the hive include propolis, royal jelly, 
pollen and beeswax. 90% of the honey sold in Great 
Britain is imported. 

 
If you are thinking of taking up this absorbing hobby, 
there are some things to consider: 
 
Do some research – read up about it first. A good 
book for beginners is ‘The BBKA Guide to 
Beekeeping’, by Ivor Davis and Roger Cullum-Kenyon; 
with Ted Hooper’s ‘A Guide to Bees and Honey’ for 
more detailed reading. 
 
Time – You will need to dedicate time to your bees, 
checking them at least once a week from the end of 
March to September regardless of the weather. 

 
Cost – The initial outlay can be quite expensive. You 
will need several items of equipment - a bee suit, 
gloves, a hive tool, a smoker, as well as a hive, plus of 

course, some bees. There are equipment suppliers 
nationwide from whom you can buy new equipment 
or you can buy second hand. To help keep initial costs 
down, members are able to hire more expensive 
items from the branch. These include, Honey 
Extractor, Honey Ripener, Cut Comb Cutter,  
Authorised Scales and Branding Iron. Branch 
membership also allows you to make use of the club’s 
Bulk Purchase Scheme to buy consumable items at 
discounted prices. 

 
The Cheltenham and Gloucester branch has over 140 
members. We are part of a charity dedicated to 
healthy honey bees, with all work being undertaken 
on a voluntary basis. From September to May we 
meet at Uckington & Elmstone Hardwick village hall, 
on the second Friday of the month. Through the 
summer months we try to arrange social events or 
educational visits to members apiaries. 
 
The subjects of talks at our meetings are varied and 
entertaining. We all tend to learn something new at 
these meetings, even the experienced ones among 
us. The club has a main Teaching Apiary and feeder 
apiaries of which we are very proud. Some have been 
established for over fifteen years. All are organised 
and run by a strong team of dedicated, experienced 
individuals. 

 

 
THE NEW BEEKEEPER’S PROGRESS 

 

Our recommended ways to gain knowledge and 
experience in beekeeping are: 

 

• A taster day to have a go at handling bees 

• Attend our Winter Lectures – detailing the 
theory behind keeping bees 

• Sign up for the ‘Hands on Training’ Course – 
Putting the theory into practice - limited to a 
maximum of 10 students per year 

Once you have kept bees for 12 months you are 
eligible to take the BBKA Basic Assessment, the first 
step to taking other Beekeeping exams. 

 
If you undertake ‘Hands on Training’, after two years 
you will have learned enough to keep bees 
successfully. You can then take your bees to your own 
site. 
 There will always be help at hand if you are not sure.  
 
Every year you can get involved in helping or going to 
the Royal Three Counties Show, the Midlands and 
South West County Convention and the yearly British 
Beekeepers Association Convention. 

 

Membership of the Cheltenham & 
Gloucester Branch  

offers a new beekeeper: 
 

• A chance to be mentored or get advice from 
other beekeepers and the opportunity to 
meet and share ideas. 
 

• Regular indoor meetings about various 
beekeeping topics with possibly outdoor social 
and educational meetings during summer 
months 

 

• Beginner’s training, both practical and in the 
classroom with the opportunity to study for a 
range of exams including bee anatomy and 
microscopy 

 

If you are interested in joining the 
CHELTENHAM and GLOUCESTER Branch, 

which includes the Tewkesbury area, or just 
want to find out more, please contact the 

Membership Secretary: 

membership@gbka-cg.org.uk 


